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of Tanforan, and we climbed up the

lost Laurie’s bracelet!”
I screamed. “My bracelet’s
gone!”

wide ramp. Each stall had We looked all over the
a number painted on it, 5 : stall and even down the
and when we got to 40, Mr. Those are thmgs ramp. [ wanted to run back
Noma pushed open the we can carry 1n our down the track and go
door. . over every inch of ground
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“Apartment 407 us no matter where getting dark and Mama
The stall was narrow and we are sent.” wouldn't let me.
empty and dark. There were I thought of what I'd
two small windows on each promised Laurie. I wasn’t

side of the door. Three folded army
cots were on the dust-covered floor,
and one light bulb dangled from the
ceiling. That was all. This was our
apartment, and it still smelled of horses.

Mama looked at my sister and then at
me. “It won't be so bad when we fix it up,”
she began. “I’ll ask Mrs. Simpson to send
me some material for curtains. I could
make some cushions too, and ... well .. ”
She stopped. She couldn’t think of anything
more to say. (J )

Mr. Noma said hed go get some mattresses
for us. “Id better hurry before they're all gone”
He rushed off. I think he wanted to leave so
that he wouldn't have to see Mama cry. But
he needn't have run off, because Mama didn't
cry. She just went out to borrow a broom and
began sweeping out the dust and dirt. “Will
you girls set up the cots?” she asked.

It was only after wed put up the last cot
that I noticed my bracelet was gone. “T've

ever going to take the bracelet off, not even
when I went to take a shower. And now I
had lost it on my very first day in camp. I
wanted to cry.

I kept looking for it all the time we were
in Tanforan. I didn’t stop looking until the
day we were sent to another camp, called
Topaz, in the middle of a desert in Utah.
And then I gave up. (K]

But Mama told me never mind. She
said I didn’t need a bracelet to remember
Laurie, just as I didn’t need anything to
remember Papa or our home in Berkeley or
all the people and things we loved and had
left behind.

“Those are things we can carry in our
hearts and take with us no matter where we

are sent,” she said. G
And I guess she was right. I've never
forgotten Laurie, even now. (]

@) [Read and Discuss| How do the family’s living arrangements

connect to Ruri’s idea of an apartment?

QO ETTT R E0ai] Summarize In two or three sentences,
tell what has happened since Ruri said goodbye to Laurie.
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G RS TR S e Conflict Has Ruri's conflict been

resolved? If so, how?

(D |Read and Discuss | What does the conversation between

Mama and Ruri teach Ruri?





