[image: image1.jpg]" Read witha Purpose Read tolearn how a young girl learns an important
lesson when she is forced to move to an internment camp during World War 11,

by Yoshiko Uchida

ama, is it time to go?” I hadn’t

planned to cry, but the tears

came suddenly, and I wiped
them away with the back of my hand. I

didn’t want my older sister to see me crying.

“It’s almost time, Ruri,” my mother said
gently. Her face was filled with a kind of
sadness I had never seen before.

I looked around at my empty room. The
clothes that Mama always told me to hang up
in the closet, the junk piled on my dresser, the
old rag doll I could never bear to part with—
they were all gone. There was nothing left in
my room, and there was nothing left in the
rest of the house. The rugs and furniture were
gone, the pictures and drapes were down, and
the closets and cupboards were empty. The
house was like a gift box after the nice thing
inside was gone; just a lot of nothingness.

It was almost time to leave our home,
but we weren't moving to a nicer house or
to a new town. It was April 21, 1942. The
United States and Japan were at war, and

every Japanese person on the West Coast
was being evacuated by the government
to a concentration camp. Mama, my sis-
ter Keiko, and I were being sent from our
home, and out of Berkeley, and eventually
out of California. (A
The doorbell rang, and I ran to answer
it before my sister could. I thought maybe
by some miracle a messenger from the gov-
ernment might be standing there, tall and
proper and buttoned into a uniform, come
to tell us it was all a terrible mistake, that we
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€ | Read and Discuss| What situation has the author described

up to this point?

Vocabulary evacuated (ih VAK yoo ayt uhd) v.: removed
from an area.
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. Historical Perspective We focus on the life of an author for
biographical perspective, but the historical perspective broad-
- ens ourfocus. It asks us to consider the world at the time the
story was written. What important historical events shaped the
author’s thinking? What evidence of those events is in the text?
"+ How s the story tied to the historical period in which it is set?

. Could the story have happened in any other time or place?
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[image: image2.jpg]wouldn’t have to leave after all. Or maybe
the messenger would have a telegram from
Papa, who was interned in a prisoner-
of-war camp in Montana because he had
worked for a Japanese business firm. B
The FBI had come to pick up Papa and
hundreds of other Japanese community
leaders on the very day that Japanese planes
had bombed Pearl Harbor. The government

Viewing and Interpreting
Why do people keep things
. like photographs, gifts, and

thought they were dangerous enemy aliens.
If it weren't so sad, it would have been
funny. Papa could no more be dangerous
than the mayor of our city, and he was every
bit as loyal to the United States. He had
lived here since 1917. ®
When I opened the door, it wasn’t a mes-
senger from anywhere. It was my best friend,
Laurie Madison, from next door. She was

O E R Eaqair] Summarize What has happened so
far? Who is the main character?

(® |Read and Discuss | How does this information add to what

we know about people going to internment camps?
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Vocabulary interned (ihn TURND) v.imprisoned or
confined.




[image: image3.jpg]* holding a package wrapped up like a birth-
day present, but she wasn't wearing her party
dress, and her face drooped like a wilted tulip.

“Hi” she said. “I came to say goodbye.

She thrust the present at me and told
me it was something to take to camp. “It’s
a bracelet;” she said before I could open
the package. “Put it on so you won't have
to pack it” She knew I didn’t have one inch
of space left in my suitcase. We had been
instructed to take only what we could carry
into camp, and Mama had told us that we
could each take only two suitcases.

“Then how are we ever going to pack the
dishes and blankets and sheets they’ve told
us to bring with us?” Keiko worried.

“I don't really know;” Mama said, and
she simply began packing those big impos-
sible things into an enormous duffel bag—
along with umbrellas, boots, a kettle, hot
plate, and flashlight.

“Who’s going to carry that huge sack?”

I asked.

But Mama didn’t worry about things
like that. “Someone will help us,” she said.
“Don’t worry.” So I didn't.

Laurie wanted me to open her package
and put on the bracelet before she left. It
was a thin gold chain with a heart dangling
on it. She helped me put it on, and I told her
I'd never take it off, ever.

“Well, goodbye then,” Laurie said awk-
wardly. “Come home soon.”

“I will” I said, although I didn’t know if I
would ever get back to Berkeley again. @

I watched Laurie go down the block, her
long blond pigtails bouncing as she walked.
I wondered who would be sitting in my
desk at Lincoln Junior High now that I was
gone. Laurie kept turning and waving, even
walking backward for a while, until she got
to the corner. I didn’t want to watch any-
more, and I slammed the door shut. (E}

The next time the doorbell rang, it was
Mrs. Simpson, our other neighbor. She was
going to drive us to the Congregational
Church, which was the Civil Control Station
where all the Japanese of Berkeley were sup-
posed to report.

It was time to go. “Come on, Ruri. Get
your things,” my sister called to me.

It was a warm day, but I put on a sweater
and my coat so I wouldn’t have to carry
them, and I picked up my two suitcases.
Each one had a tag with my name and our
family number on it. Every Japanese family
had to register and get a number. We were
Family Number 13453.

Mama was taking one last look around
our house. She was going from room to
room, as though she were trying to take a
mental picture of the house she had lived in
for fifteen years, so she would never
forget it. F)

I saw her take a long last look at the gar-
den that Papa loved. The irises beside the
fish pond were just beginning to bloom. If

O® EEERTELISE] Summarize Inone or two sentences,
tell what has happened since Laurie came to the door.

(3 [Read and Discuss| What is happening here between Laurie

and Ruri?

(3 |Read and Discuss | What does Ruri think her mother is doing

by looking at the empty rooms?

Vocabulary thrust (thruhst) v.: shoved; pushed.
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