Unit 2 – Live Your Dreams – Informational Unit 

In this unit we will be reading stories of people who have chosen different paths in their lives to reach and live their dreams.  We will learn different strategies writers use to convey their challenges, experiences and goals.  Our essential question for this unit will guide our learning as we read the texts.  Our Unit will begin on Tuesday October 21st and end on December 1st. 

Start Date 10/20/14
Unit Essential Question – Is there only one path to success?   
Unit Expectations/Learning Targets
I can: 
·      Identify a text’s central idea.
·      Explain how an author develops a text’s central idea. 
·      Explain the strategies authors use to develop ideas and events in a text.   
·      Make inferences throughout a text by analyzing evidence.  
·      Describe the structure of a text.   
·      Explain the importance of specific words, phrases and lines to the meaning of a text.
·      Analyze the word choice of an author.  
·      Explain the effect of specific words and lines.  
·      Develop an informative essay with a clear beginning, middle and end.
·      Explain a topic clearly.  

Unit Texts: 
Throughout the unit we will read several stories in class to help us achieve our learning targets.  The following is a list of the short stories we will read:
·      “I Have a Dream” Speech 
·       EXCERPT from “Dreams from My Father” by Barak Obama 
·       “Peak Performance”
·       excerpt from The Jacket by Gary Soto 
         Informational articles on different paths to success

Independent Reading
·      Students will independently read the following novels throughout the unit and complete one 
        of the assigned “Novel Response Options”.
1.    Shackleton’s Stowaway by Victoria McKerman
2.    We Beat the Street: How a Friendship Pact Led to Success by Drs. Sampson Davis, George 
       Jenkins and Rameck Hunt with Sharon M. Draper

Formal Writing
Compare and contrast the strategies and techniques any two authors from the unit texts, used to convey their experiences, challenges goals.

Unit Learning Activities include but not limited to:
·      Close Readings
·      Mixed Bags
·      Annotations
·      Learn zillion Video Presentations
·      Reciprocal Reading
·      Task Cards

Assessments and Projects
·      Performance Tasks
·      Admit/ Exit Slips
·      Mid Unit Assessment
·      Formal Writing Task
·      Culminating Activity
·      Final Exam

 
Culminating Task
Create an informational magazine or booklet on a topic of your choice, using at least five different text structures and assigned features.  
In your magazine, be sure to:
1.    Write original articles relating to your topic.  
2.    Include the following text features
·  Pictures (printed or drawn)
·  Captions for each picture
·  A diagram, chart, map or a timeline
·  Glossary (including subject specific vocabulary)
·  Types of print (bold, italics, highlighted)

3.    Create a short quiz (5 questions) about the information in your magazine. Be sure to challenge 
       your classmates with critical thinking questions about all articles in your magazine.

4.    Create a magazine cover reflective of topic

DUE DATES
· Novel # 5 - Click, select and complete any question from the list of 8 given options. 10/24/14
· Central Idea/Textual Evidence Quiz - 10/31/14
· Formal Writing Task - 11/14/14
· Mid Unit Assessment - 11/10/14
· Novel # 6 - 11/7/14
· Performance Task - 11/24/14
· Culminating Activity - 12/1/14
· Final Exam 12/1/14
ON TARGET READING RESPONSE OPTIONS      

 

Independent Reading Due December 1st 

Students will independently read the following novels throughout the unit and complete an assigned reading response:

1. Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story
 Reading Response Task:  
Why did the author choose this setting for the story?
·      How does the setting impact the story?  Explain your answer using well chosen details from the
      story. 
·      How would a different setting change the story?  Could the same story occur with a different 
       setting?  Explain your answer and provide examples.  
·      Draw a picture to illustrate one scene of the novel.

Students should read independently for 45 minutes each night.  You can use the link below to set the timer for your child's reading time.  http://www.online-stopwatch.com/countdown-timer/
