Unit 3 – You’ve got a Point!    – Argumentative Unit

Start Date 12/5/14
Unit Essential Question: – 
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What role can an argument play in creating change?   
In this unit, students will be reading and analyzing argumentative articles. Students will learn to formulate strong arguments and defeat opposing arguments through editorial writings.

Unit Expectations/Learning Targets

I can: 

· Explain the advantages to creating an effective argument

· Explain the importance of authors purpose and point of view in a argument

· Identify the elements to evaluating an argument

· Identify a claim in an text

· Identify the reasons an author uses to support a claim

· Analyze the evidence that an author uses to support reasons within a claim to determine its effectiveness

· Read a variety of editorials to analyze effective and non-effective arguments

· Explain the importance of specific words, phrases and lines to the meaning of a text.

· Write an argument on a topic using texts with opposing points of view 

· State a claim, reasons and textual evidence to support the claim

· State a conclusion in which you make a call for action on the topic.  

Unit Texts: 

1) “A Silicon Valley School that Doesn’t Compute” by Matt Richtel (New York Times, October 22, 2011) http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/23/technology/at-waldorf-school-in-silicon- valley-technology-can-wait.html?pagewanted=all
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“The Purpose of Education” by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (Maroon Tiger, January- February, 1947) http://mlkkpp01.stanford.edu/index.php/encyclopedia/documentsentry/doc_4 70200_000/

3) “What Would Jobs Do?  Technology & Schools that Work” by Rupert Murdoch (New York Post, October 17, 2011) http://www.nypost.com/p/news/opinion/opedcolumnists/what_would_jobs_do_SeJN mLMhG6euhtsgIeXhGP

4) “Twitter in the Classroom” by John Calhoun (Tech-Nation, December 3, 2010) http://56wrtg1150.wikidot.com/twitter-in-the-classroom

5) “Will Textbook-Laden Backpacks Be a Memory?” by Bill Stamatis (New York Teacher, November 24, 2011) http://www.uft.org/linking-learning/will-textbook-laden-backpacks-be-memory

6) “Waldorf Education in Public Schools” by Laura Pappano (Harvard Education Letter, Volume 27, Number 6, November/December 2011) 

http://www.hepg.org/hel/article/515
7) “Waiting for Change :It costs more to make a penny than the coin is worth. Should the United States stop using pennies?”  by Josh Sanburn for TIME   February 08, 2013

8) “Push for Middle School Recess: Parents want city to give students a break”  Oct. 17, 2009 
9) “Middle schools require special focus on bullying”   Jul. 28, 2013 @ 07:01 PM 

10) “The problem with participation trophies “Robert Daly/Getty Images  
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Independent Reading

Students will independently read at least one of the e following novels throughout the unit and complete assigned activity.
1) Role of Thunder, Hear My Cry by  Mildred Taylor

2) The Westing Game by Ellen Raskin
Unit Learning Activities include but not limited to:
· Admit/Exit Tickets

· Summarizing Central Ideas

· Tracing an Author’s Argument

· Speech

· Reading Responses

· Gallery Walk
· Ink/Think/Pair/Share

· Debates

· Socratic Seminar

· Four Corners

· Fish Bowl

· Idea Wave

· Close Readings

· Annotations

· Learn Zillion Video and PowerPoint Presentations

· Reciprocal Reading

· Task Cards

· “Literature Notebook”

· Self-Evaluations

· Reflections

Student Suggested Activities
· Panel Discussions

· Mock Trials

Assessments and Projects

· Admit/Exit Tickets

· Multiple Choice Assessment using Clickers

· Formal Writing Task – January 12, 2015
· Performance Task – January 19, 2015

· Teacher Made Quizzes

· Mid Unit Assessment - January 5, 2015
· Final Exam – January 23, 2015
· Culminating Task – January 26, 2015

Formal Writing - January 12, 2015

Write an editorial in which you state your position on the role of technology in education.  

In your essay, be sure to:

· Introduce your claim and organize the reasons and evidence clearly. 

· Support your claim with clear reasons and evidence.

· Cite textual evidence from at least two articles read and discussed during the unit. 

· Use your own language but be sure to analyze what the authors say and not your opinion on the topic. 

· Write in a formal style, for an audience that is familiar with the articles. 

· End your essay with a conclusion that follows from the argument presented. 

· Follow the conventions of Standard English, including capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 
Culminating Task:
As a news reporter, plan and prepare a speech/article for live broadcast on a debatable issue, a change of your choice.  
In your speech/article, be sure to:
· Pick a significant topic that has a current news angle and would interest readers.

· Collect information and facts; include objective reporting; do research

· State your opinion briefly in the fashion of a thesis statement

· Explain the issue objectively as a reporter would and tell why this situation is important

· Give opposing viewpoint first with its quotations and facts

· Refute (reject) the other side and develop your case using facts, details, figures, quotations. Pick apart the other side's logic.

· Concede a point of the opposition — they must have some good points you can acknowledge that would make you look rational.

· Repeat key phrases to reinforce an idea into the reader's minds.

· Give a realistic solution(s) to the problem that goes beyond common knowledge. Encourage critical thinking and pro-active reaction.

· Wrap it up in a concluding punch that restates your opening remark (thesis statement).

· Never use "I"
· Be prepared for a formal oral presentation









